Parasitological examinations of White-tailed Lapwing Vanellus leucurus (Charadriiformes: Charadriidae) collected from Dadu district (Sindh Province, Southern Pakistan) were carried out at the Department of Zoology, University of Sindh, Jamshoro. A total of 64 trematodes belonging to the genus Echinoparyphium [1], were collected from the small intestine of two individual hosts. On the basis of the number and varying size of collar spines, number and size of ventral spines, body shape, arrangement of genital organs, distribution of vitellaria and other diagnostic characters, these trematodes were identified as Echinoparyphium recurvatum [2]. Our study provides the first Pakistan record of the trematode E. recurvatum with also the first record of V. leucurus as avian definitive host.
Introduction
Genus Echinoparyphium is an important taxon in the family Echinostomatidae and has considerable importance in medical and veterinary sciences [3] . It has previously been described as Distomum by von Linstow [2] using specimens collected from the small intestine of Fuligula manila. Dietz [1] carried out a revision of Echinostomatidae and proposed different genus including the genus Echinoparyphium. Kanev [4] published a checklist with 151 species of Echinoparyphium using freshwater snails as first and second intermediate hosts, tadpoles and fish as a second intermediate hosts, and birds and mammals as definitive hosts. Since the creation of the genus, most of the published reports are based on the adequate descriptions of adult specimens. The more differentiating character is the morphometry of collar spines in adult stage, specifically the total number of spines (29) (30) (31) (32) (33) (34) (35) (36) (37) (38) (39) (40) (41) (42) (43) (44) (45) , their sharply pointed shape and their arrangement in double row, with dorsal aboral spines noticeably longer than dorsal oral ones.
In the present paper, we report for the first time the presence of E. recurvatum recovered from the small intestine of the Whitetailed Lapwing Vanellus leucurus (Charadriiformes: Charadriidae) in the Sindh province (Southern Pakistan) and describe the morphology of the adult. The White-tailed Lapwing is inhabitant of freshwater marshy areas and lake shores. They more frequently seek food in shallow water. They are omnivorous and their food includes insects (chiefly beetles, grasshoppers, caterpillars,and fly larvae), mollusks, worms and crustaceans [5] which are potential sources of developmental stages of a variety of helminth parasites.
Materials And Methods
Four live White-tailed Lapwings Vanellus leucurus were collected from the Dadu city (GPS coordinates: 26°44'2.76"N; 67°46'46.20"E) located in the North-Western Sindh province, Pakistan. Birds were examined for the presence of trematode parasites in the Parasitology laboratory of the department of Zoology, University of Sindh, Jamshoro, in January 2016. A total of 64 trematodes belonging to the genus Echinoparyphium, were collected from the small intestine of two birds and were processed according to the method given by Garcia and Ash [6] . Line drawings were made with the help of a camera Lucida. All measurements were based on 13 mature specimens and are given in micrometer (µm) followed by range in parenthesis. For practical reasons, we have chosen to give the value of the minor axis and the major axis for any spherical or subspherical organ. Length and width are kept for elongated structures such as the body or its various parts, oesophagus, head collar spines, etc. Identification was made with the help of keys given by Jones et al. [7] andYamaguti [8] 
Discussion
The genus Echinoparyphium is distinct from other genera of Echinostomatidae in possessing a well-developed head collar with 29 to 45 spines in a double row, with small spines covering the tegument extending to the testicular level ventrally and to the anterior margin of the ventral sucker dorsally. Large testes are tandem, elongated-oval, smooth or irregular, contiguous, post-equatorial and located in center of the hind body. Ovary small, spherical, median or submedian, pre-equatorial [9] . The genus Echinoparyphium counts many parasitic species of the intestine of many groups of birds and some species of mammals and the Type species is E. elegans [3, 10, 11] . Several species of genus Echinoparyphium have been found to infect the gastrointestinal tract of aquatic birds and mammals worldwide [12, 13] . They are known to infect a large number of different taxa of birds (Anseriformes, Charadriiformes, Ciconiiformes, Columbiformes, Falconiformes, Galliformes, Gruiformes, Passeriformes, Podicipediformes, Strigiformes) and few taxa of mammals (Muridae (Hydromys chrysogaster, Rattus norvegicus, Rattus colletti and Rattus rattus), Cricetidae (Ondatra zibethicus), Canidae (Alopex lagopus) and Hominidae (Homo sapiens) [3, 14] .
According to the morphological description (Figure 1-3) and to the measurements (Table 1) , our specimens belong to the genus Echinoparyphium and to the species recurvatum. It is the first time that this species is described in Pakistan and the first time that the avian host White-tailed Lapwing Vanellus leucurus is found to be a definitive host. Khan et al. [15] reported two species of Echinoparyphium in Pakistan: (i) Echinoparyphium ellisi [16] from Anas crecca in Nowshera (Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, one of the four provinces of Pakistan located in the northwestern Region) which belongs to the "recurvatum" group according to the phylogenetic study of Kostadinova et al. [17] and differs from our specimens in having a very long body (6200 x 1048 µm compared to our specimens 3868 x 684µm); (ii) Echinoparyphium recurvatum from Anas crecca in Peshawar (Khyber Pakhtunkhwa) which differs from our specimens in having 37 collar spines instead of 45 as it is well known for this species. The species known to have 37 collar spines is E. serratum described by Howell [18] and not E. recurvatum.
An updated list of natural avian hosts of E. recurvatum along with geographical distribution is given (Table 2) . It shows that E. recurvatum is cosmopolitan species with a wide geographical distribution associated to a wide range of avian definitive host taxa including 7 orders and 10 families. The lack of specificity towards the definitive hosts is assigned to a low specificity towards the first and second intermediate hosts [19] 
Anas clypeata, Gallus gallus
Anseriformes, Anatidae, Galliformes, Phasianidae Mexico Sereno-Uribe et al. [9] 
